Implementing a computer system for psychiatric training : the electric resident.
The Electric Resident System is an experimental arrangement of software for the personal computer. It is designed to help residents in the educational cycle of patient interview, literature review, write-up, attending review, and patient treatment. The authors emphasize the system's immediate utility and ease of operation, using a graphical interface. Within a year of operation this system was in daily use on a consultation service with minimal formal instruction. Usage data show a positive correlation between the number of patients seen per month and the number of computer-assisted MEDLINE literature searches performed. Residents' comments indicate not only acceptance of the system but increased interest in computer applications in medical care. The Electric Resident System is meant to be the first step toward a computer-aided residency.